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CONFIDENTIAL SANA 0603 

FOLLOWING SENT SECDEF ON 12 FEB 77 REPEATED 
FOR TO YOU: 

QUOTE SANA 0603 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, MASS 

SUB J : YAR CHIEF-OF-STAFF VISIT 

FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNCAN FROM AMBASSADOR SCOTES 

REF: A. USDAO SANA 222 DTG 300630Z OCT 76 

B. SECDEF 5452 DTG 240137Z NOV 76 

C. SECDEF 4750 DTG 221817Z JAN 76 

1 . I WISH TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO YOU AND GENERAL 
BROWN FOR DOD EFFORTS WHICH RESULTED IN EXTENSION OF AN 
OFFICIAL INVITATION TO YAR CHIEF-OF-STAFF LTC AHMAD 
AL-GHASHMI TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES IN MAY. LTC AL-GHASHMI, 

A SIMPLE SOLDIER WHO WARMLY ADMIRES THE UNITED STATES, 

ACCEPTED THE INVITATION FROM GENERAL BROWN WITH UNABASHED 
DELIGHT. PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI IS ALSO QUITE PLEASED THAT HIS 
CHIEF-OF-STAFF WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP STRENGTHEN 
MILITARY COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTIRES THROUGH PER- 
SONAL CONTACT WITH SENIOR US MILITARY LEADERS. 

2. THERE IS ONE POINT, HOWEVER, WHICH COULD DETRACT 
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SERIOUSLY FROM THE FAVORABLE IMPACT WHICH THIS VISIT IS 
DESIGNED TO PRODUCE. I REFER TO THE STIPULATION IN REF C, 

PARA 4 THAT THE YAR GOVERNMENT PAY COSTS OF OVERSEAS 
TRANSPORTATION. WHEN THE SUBJECT CAME UP DURING BILL 
CLEMENTS’ VISIT TO YEMEN LAST OCTOBER, I EXPLAINED TO HIM 
THAT ANY ARRANGEMENT WHICH REQUIRED THIS INDIGENT COUNTRY 
TO PAY EXPENSES ASSOCIATED WITH AN INVITATION TO VISIT 
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THE UNITED STATE WOULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. I AM 
CONVINCED THAT MR. CLEMENTS' VERBAL INVITATION TO LTC 
AL-GHASHMI WAS MEANT TO INCLUDE PAYMEN BY USG OF ALL 
RELATED COSTS. IT WAS CLEARLY INTERPRETED IN THIS LIGHT 
BY AL-GHASHMI. WHO OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS HAS REFUSED 
THREE LAVISH INVITATIONS BY THE USSR. I BELIEVE THE 
EXCHANGE OF CABLES VIA REFERENCES A AND B CLEARLY 
ESTABLISHED OUR JOINT THINKING WITH DOD IN THIS REGARD. 

3. OF COURSE, WE WOULD DIP INTO GRANT AID TRAINING FUNDS 
IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY OTHER SOURCE OF FUNDING THIS VISIT 

BY CANCELLING AT LEAST ONE, AND POSSIBLE TWO, TRAINING 
SPACES FROM OUR ALREADY LIMITED MILITARY EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR YEMEN WE COULD DEFRAY THE COST OF 
FIRST-CLASS ROUND-TRIP TRAVEL FOR LTC AL-GHASHMI AND HIS 
PARTY. I THINK YOU WILL AGREE WITH ME THAT THIS IS AN 
OPTION OF LAST RESORT, WHICH I WOULD ONLY SUGGEST AS A 
MEANS OF AVOIDING THE UNACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE OF REQUIR 
ING THE YEMENIS TO PAY FOR A TRIP WE HAVE INVITED THEM 
TO MAKE. 

4. THIS TRIP WILL PAY MANY DIVIDENDS. IT WILL SET 
THE SOVIETS BACK FURTHER. IT WILL LAUNCH A NEW 
RELATIONSHIP HERE FOR US. WE SHOULD PAY FIST CLASS 
AIR FARE TO ASSURE THIS GOOD IDEA WORKS THE WAY WE 
WANT IT TO RATHER THAN BACKFIRING. 

SCTOES 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SANA00603 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770062-0957 
Format: TEL 
From: SANA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977021 7/aaaaapbn. tel 

Line Count: 89 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: d32661c0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05-0ct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3252051 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: YAR CHIEF-OF-STAFF VISIT FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY DUNCAN FROM AMBASSADOR SCOTES 
TAGS: OVIP, MASS, YE, (AL-GHASHMI, AHMED) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d32661c0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



